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REMARKS 



Rejection of Claims 7, 13. 34, and 40 Under 35 U.S.C. S 112 
The Patent Office rejected claims 7, 13, 34, and 40 under 35 U.S.C §1 12 for felling to 
distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the invention. More particularly, 
the Patent Office stated that claims 7 and 13 and claims 34 and 40 recite the same inventions, 

i 

respectively. In response; Applicant has canceled claims 7 and 13. Therefore, this rejection 
cannot stand. ! 



Reiectiori of Claims 48-52 and 69-73 Under 35 U-S.C, S 112(2) 

The Patent Office|rejected claims 48-52 and 69-73 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 

i 

matter which applicant regards as the invention. More particularly, the Patent Office stated that 
claims 48-52 depend on canceled claim 47 and that claims 69-73 depend on canceled claim 62. 
Applicant has amended claims 48, 69, 70 s and 73 to be in independent fomL Therefore, the 
claims 48-52 and 69-73 no longer depend on canceled claims 47 and 62, respectively, and the 

claims 48-52 and 69-73 ire allowable. 

i 

ReiectionS of Claims 23, 57, 68, and 74-77 Under 35 U.S.C. S 103 

The Patent Office rejected claims 23, 57, 68 and 74^77 under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Canada et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,854,994). 

Applicant has canceled claims 23 and 57 without prejudice. 

Claim 68 claims the step of bringing the wireless communication device in proximity to 
an external magnet to move the magnet away from the magnetic surface portion. Canada 
discloses magnetically attaching a device to an article. However, Canada fails to teach or 
suggest detaching the device using an external magnet. Further, there is no motivation or 
suggestion in Canada to apply magnetic properties, such as attraction and repulsion of opposing 
and like polarized magnetic fields, to detach the device from the article by bringing the device in 
proximity to an external magnet. Since Canada fails to teach or suggest all limitations of claim 
68, claim 68 is not obvious in view of Canada. MPEP §2143.03. 
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Claim 74 has been amended to further define the claimed invention. More specifically, 
claim 74 has been amended such that the wireless communication device containing a magnet is 
detached from the magnetic surface portion by receiving a message and altering the magnetic 
force of the magnet in response to receiving the message . Although Canada teaches a device 
capable of receiving messjages and being attached to an article magnetically, Canada fails to 
teach or suggest detaching a wireless communication device by altering the magnetic force 
associated with the device in response to receiving a message. Since Canada fails to teach or 
suggest all limitations of olaim 74, claims 74-77 are not obvious in view of Canada. 



Reiectida of Claims 7, 34. 64, and 67 Under 35 tJ.S.C 8 103 

The Patent Office rejected claims 7, 34, 64, and 67 under 35 U.S.C §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Canada et aL (U.S. Patent No. 5,854,994) in view of Thomson et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 4/754,532). ' 

Applicant has canceled claim 7 without prejudice. 

Claim 34 has beeii amended to further define the movement of the magnet inside the 
chamber as being in response to the magnetic force between the magnet and the magnetic surface 
portion or between the magnet and an external magnet. As illustrated in Figure 3 and described 

in column 4, lines 45-56,1 Thomson discloses the movement of a magnet in a plane perpendicular 

j 

to a magnetic surface, wHere the movement of the magnet 36 is in response to the rotation of an 
adjustment knob 33. The combination of Canada and Thomson foils to teach or suggest the 
movement of the magnet; in response to its own magnetic force or the force of another external 
magnetic, therefore claim 34 is allowable. 

Claim 64 has beet amended to include each and every limitation of original claim 64 in 
independent form. In the Office Action dated July 8, 2002, the Patent Office stated that original 
claim 64 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. In addition, the combination of Canada and Thomson 
foils to teach or suggest detaching the wireless communication device by activating a latch 
coupled to the magnet thereby rotating the magnet and altering the magnetic force of the magnet. 
Therefore, claim 64 is allowable. 

Claim 67 has been amended to be equivalent to original claim 67 rewritten in 

i 

independent form. In the Office Action dated July 8, 2002, the Patent Office stated that original 
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claim 67 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. In addition, the combination of Canada and Thomson 
fails to teach or suggest detaching the wireless communication device by bringing the wireless 
communication device in proximity to a signal field generator thereby altering the magnetic 
force of the magnet. Therefore, claim 67 is allowable. 

i 

i 
i 

Objection to Claims 65 and 66 

The Patent Office jobjected to claims 65 and 66 as being dependent upon a rejected based 

claim. In view of the discussion above, claim 64 from which claims 65 and 66 depend is now 

[' 

allowable. Therefore, claims 65 and 66 are allowable. 

! Claims 24-26 

The Patent Office rejected claims 24-26. Although Applicant amended claim 24 in 
response to the previous ()ffice Action, comments on the rejections of the claims 24-26 or the 

i 

amendment of claim 24 vi/ere not included in the Office Action mailed December 16, 2002. 
Therefore, Applicant will; address the rejections of claims 24-26 as being in view of Canada or in 

view of the combination t)f Canada and Thomson. 

f 

Claim 24 was ambided in response to the Office Action mailed July 8, 2002 to be placed >. 

i 

i 

into independent form. Claim 24 was amended to provide that the at least one tab that comprises 
the magnet is also an antenna for the wireless communication device. Neither Canada nor 
Thomson teach or suggest a magnet comprising at least one tab connected to the wireless 
communication device wherein the at least one tab comprises an antenna for the wireless 
communication device. C) aim 24 is unobvious in view of Canada or in view of the combination 
of Canada and Thomson: Therefore, claims 24-26 are allowable. 

Others 

Although the Patent Office has stated that claims 8-12 and 35-39 contain allowable 
subject matter, applicant has become aware that claims 8-12 and claims 35-39 arc identical 
claims. Therefore, Applicant has amended claim 35 to further limit the claim to being a system 
that further comprises an article having a magnetic surface portion. Since these claims were 
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previously allowable and only claim 35 has been amended to add an additional element, claims 

8-12 and 35-39 are still allowable. 

j 

In view of the discjjssion above, claims 8-12, 14-22, 24-26, 34-46, 48-56, 58-60, 64-77 

t 

are allowable. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 



Date: March 14, 2003 [ 
Attorney Docket: 4579-0*18 



By: 



Respectfully submitted, 

WTTHROW & TERRANOVA, P.LX.C. 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

34 . (Twice Amended) j A device that magnetically attaches to a magnetic surface portion of an 

I 

article, comprising: j 

a wireless communication device; and 

a magnet coupled io said wireless communication device wherein said magnet is located 

i 

inside a chamber; 

said magnet has a magnetic force that attaches said magnet to the magnetic surface 
portion of the article when in close proximity to the magnetic surface portion of the article; 

said magnet moveL in said chamber in a plane substantially perpendicular to said 
magnetic surface portion i n response to said magnetic force or an external magnetic force , 

i 

» i 

! 
i 

35. (Twice Amended) 1 A [device that magnetically attaches to a magnetic surface portion] 

an article having a magnetic surface portion; 
a wireless communication device; and 

a magnet coupled to said wireless communication device wherein said magnet is located 
inside a chamber; ; 

■ * 

said magnet has ajmagnetic force that attaches said magnet to the magnetic surface 
portion of the article wheii in close proxirbity to the magnetic surface portion of the article; 

! i 

said chamber is comprised of two pole pieces forming a gap at two opposite ends. 

i i 

i 

; 

48. (Once Amended) A [The] system [of claim 47, wherein] for identification of an article, 
comprising: ! j 

an article containing having a magnetic surface portion: 

* 

a wireless communication device: . 

i 

a magnet coupled to said wireless communication device wherein said magnet uses 
magnetic force to attach said wireless communications device to said magiietic surface portion of 

i 

said article when in close proximity to said magnetic surface portion, wherein said magnet is 
housed and rotates in a magnetic assembly; and 

i 
i 

a latch that rotates said magnet in response to particular signal field. 
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74. (Once Amended) A method of detaching a wireless communication device from a 
magnetic surface portion, wherein the wireless communication device contains a magnet that 
attaches the wireless communication device to the magnetic surface portion by a magnetic force, 
comprising the steps of: 

* 

receiving a message by said wireles$ communication device; and 
altering said magnetic force in response to said receiving said m essage. 



; 10 
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64. (Twice Amended) A method of detaching a wireless communication device from a 
magnetic surface portion, Wherein the wireless communication device contains a magnet that 
attaches the wireless communication device to the magnetic surface portion by a magnetic force, 
comprising the step of activating a latch coupled to said magnet thereby rotating said magnet and 

i 
I 

altering sa i<j magnetic forc e. 

67, (Twice Amended)' A method of detaching a wireless communication device from a 

magnetic surface portion, \ wherein the wireless communication device contains a magnet that 

i 

attaches the wireless cominunication device to the magnetic surface portion by a magnetic force, 
comprising the step of bringing said wireless communication device in proximity to a signal field 
generator thereby altering! said magnetic force . 

| i 
i 

69. (Once Amended) iA [The] method [of claim 62, wherein altering said magnetic force is 
comprised of] nf detachin g a wireless communication device from a magnetic sur face portion, 

i 

wherein the wireles s cnmlmu nication device contains a magnet that attaches the wireless 

i 

i 

communication device tolthe magnetic surface portion by a magnetic force, compri sed of altering 

' " ^ ~ r 

said magnetic force, which comprises of magnetically shorting said magnet 

! 

70, (Once Amended) jA [The] method of [claim 62, wherein altering said magnetic force is 
comprised of] detaching k wireless communication device from a magnetic surface portion* 
wherein the wireless ^mmiim cation devi ^ retains a mapiet that attaches the wireless 
communication device td the magnetic surface portion by a magnetic force, comprised of altering 
said magnetic force, which comprises of communicating to said wireless communication device. 

73. (Once Amended): A [The] method of [claim 62, further comprising] detaching a wireless 
communication device from a magnetic surface portion, wherein the wireless communication 
device contains a magnet that attaches the wireless communication device to the magnetic 

i 

surface portion bv a magnetic force, comprised of altering said magnetic force and 
communicating the attachment status of said wireless communication device. 
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